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MIDTOWN PARK’S MOSAIC MURAL  
CELEBRATES FLORA AND FAUNA

No matter the season or the weather, visitors to Midtown Park at 

2811 Travis St. have a permanent reminder of Houston’s sunniest 

days in the mural created by Houston mosaic artist Dixie Friend Gay.

Whenever she is looking for inspiration, all Friend Gay has to do 

is step into her own backyard. There she finds a lush and fragrant 
jungle to photograph and recreate in mosaic form with small tiles. 

Among the stars of the Midtown Houston mural are familiar subjects: 

passion flowers, rudbeckias, monarda, and pipeline vine, which 
attracts swallowtail butterflies.

No pesticides are used in Friend Gay's garden, so not only are 

butterflies welcome, but also bees, ladybugs, frogs, and the neon 
green, ruby-throated anole lizards. Although these little reptiles never 

grow longer than eight inches in nature, the one depicted on the glass 

tile mural Friend Gay created for Midtown Park is nearly six feet in 

length. The anole has become a popular fixture in selfies people take 
at the wall, she said, and is maybe her favorite part of the mosaic 

installation. “I’ve enjoyed seeing how people interact with the mural,” 

she added. “The response on social media has been very strong.”

Friend Gay has had murals installed in universities, medical centers, 

and the Bush Intercontinental Airport. Last year, she installed three 

large mosaic birds titled “Books of a Feather” at the Alice McKean 

Young Neighborhood Library on Griggs Rd. 
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2018 HAS BEEN FULL OF 

EXCITEMENT, INNOVATION, 

AND IMPROVEMENT IN 

MIDTOWN HOUSTON!

LIVE.

Midtown Houston hosted several popular events this spring that showcased the uniqueness 

and energy of our community. Lounge on the Lawn in Midtown Park on Saturday, April 28th was 

the culmination of months of planning by Midtown Parks Conservancy and the perfect way to 

highlight the amazing amenities in the park. You can read more about it on the next page. Despite 

unseasonably cold weather during the annual Art in the Park on Saturday, April 7th, 

hundreds browsed unique works of art and visited with artists in Elizabeth Baldwin 

Park. Thanks to Midtown Management District (MMD) and event sponsor Central Bank 

Houston, there was also live chalk art, painting of a Unicorn Bike with Houston BCycle, 

a bike valet courtesy of BikeHouston, an Arts Alley featuring six local arts organizations, 

and a display of some of Houston’s famed Art Cars. There was even the chance to 

support artists affected by Hurricane Harvey. The Midtown Mother’s Day Market on Saturday,  

May 12th in Bagby Park provided visitors the opportunity to snag a special gift for their mom from  

a handful of specially selected artists and vendors while enjoying live entertainment. 

BikeHouston led a free ride in partnership with MMD on Sunday, April 22nd that toured street art 

in Midtown Houston, Third Ward, and Downtown, ending at the Earth Day celebration at Discovery 

Green. Midtown Houston is committed to sustainability, namely being the most walkable and 

bikeable community in Houston. To that end, the Midtown Redevelopment Authority (MRA) has 

completed major sidewalk improvements this spring in addition to repainting the bike box and 

bike lane on Holman St. MMD and MRA have completed other improvements in the community, 

including upgrades to Elizabeth Glover Park, which is discussed later in this issue, an upcoming 

BCycle station in Midtown Park, tree trimming to improve street lighting, and continual clean-ups 

around the neighborhood.

As you’ll read about, MMD was thrilled to launch an app for iPhone and Android users to improve 

our communication with you. The app is the perfect way to report any maintenance issues in the 

neighborhood, stay updated on events, and browse businesses near you.  

The Midtown Houston strategic plan was a focus for both MMD and MRA this spring. The 

community’s input was sought at every step in the process with in-person workshops, open houses, 

and online surveys. We can’t wait to share the results with you and continue to see Midtown 

Houston thrive as an urban destination to live, work, and play in. We have more information about 

the plan in this issue. We are particularly excited by the planned innovation and technology hub in 

the center of Midtown Houston in the former Sears building, and all the potential partnerships and 

creativity it brings with it. It breathes new life into a treasured building and aligns with our vision 

for the community, one of innovation and sustainability. Another anticipated addition to Midtown 

Houston, a weekly Farmer’s Market, will open this summer in Elizabeth Baldwin Park! The market 

will occur on Saturdays from 10am – 2pm with an anticipated start date of July 7th. Stay tuned for 

more details. 

We need you to help us continue to improve Midtown Houston. Join a committee, attend meetings, 

participate in an event, subscribe to the eNews, and engage on social media. We take your input 

seriously and need your participation to benefit all of Midtown Houston! 

Thank you from the Board,

Willie High Coleman, Jr.

Board Chair, Midtown Management District
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Midtown Park’s first all-day event, Lounge on the Lawn, was a sunny 
success on Saturday, April 28th, 2018. Families brought folding 

chairs, picnic blankets, frisbees, and furry, four-legged friends for a 

fun, free community gathering at the park located at 2811 Travis St., 

next to the McGowen METRORail station.

Food and fun were the order of the day with a diverse selection of 

food truck vendors and live entertainment on the 30,000-square-foot 

lawn. Visitors enjoyed live performances by The Ensemble Theatre, 

METdance, Main Street Theater, and Houston’s own Poet Laureate, 

Deborah D.E.E.P Mouton. The Brazilian Arts Foundation also taught 

samba and capoeira moves, opening up a new cultural experience 

for participants.

Midtown Houston used the venue to recognize staff members as 

well as businesses who had made important contributions with the 

inaugural Midtown Houston Awards presentation.

Giveaways, games, music, events in the dog park, and tours of  

the newly renovated park rounded out an amazing day.

Midtown Houston plans to make the most of the newly renovated 

park with future events for the community. To stay informed, follow 

the Facebook page or check calendar listings on the website.

[ CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER ]

The wall in Midtown Park was particularly challenging because 

it doesn’t have a lot of right angles in it, Friend Gay said, so to 

get accurate measurements, she and her team had to take laser 

measurements. In designing the mural to fit the 12-foot by 63-foot 
wall supporting a berm, she also had to take multiple expansion 

joints into account. The project demanded careful planning and 

calculating. “It has to look like the image flows beyond that gap,” 
she said. “I designed it so that each panel between expansion 

joints would be a whole narrative that would read as a single image 

by itself.” The artwork continues to be cared for and enhanced to 

ensure the best viewing experience for visitors to Midtown Park with 

the installation of lighting and stone trim surrounding the mosaic.

“I’m really excited to have something this visible for the public in 

Houston,” said Friend Gay, “It’s been really rewarding to get that kind 

of work out there,” she added. “People can just drive by and see it.”

MIDTOWN PARK HOSTS FIRST  
LOUNGE ON THE LAWN
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Improvements to the community can be appreciated by everyone who 

lives, works, or owns a business in Midtown Houston. Improvements 

also entice visitors to enjoy the neighborhood’s parks, dining, shopping, 

and entertainment venues. Having a strategic plan ensures that those 

improvements are completed with careful thought to prioritizing Midtown 

Houston’s needs and maximizing its budget. The current strategic 

planning initiative builds on previous visions and goals outlined in the 

2013 Strategic Plan and defines actions for capital improvements, 
desired land uses, walkability, multi-mobility, parks and the public realm, 

affordable housing, community engagement, and inclusiveness over the 

next five years. 

An important part of the process is collaborating with and involving 

key stakeholders in the planning and design process from the onset 

to ensure the outcome reflects the values of those who live, work, and 
play in the community. To that end, there were three public workshops 

and follow-up surveys leading to the creation of the strategic plan. 

“These workshops focused on design solutions and signature projects, 

including new urban design guidelines, and active mobility and gathering 

spaces along a reimagined Main Street Greenway, Pierce Street, and 

METRORail’s Wheeler Station,” said Emily Risinger, an associate at 

Design Workshop, which managed the strategic planning process. 

Through hands-on activities, participants were able to explore ideas 

that built on existing initiatives such as Plan Houston, Plan Downtown, 

Livable Centers studies, and an emerging innovation district at the 

former Sears building, Risinger said. “Midtown Houston is a place of 

innovation. Great people work together every day to achieve inspiring 

outcomes,” she said. “The five-year plan effort is rooted in this legacy. 
As prosperity continues to find its home in Houston, we are honored to 
foster dialogue that helps Midtown Houston achieve its vision.”

STRATEGIC PLAN OUTLINES PATH TO 
MIDTOWN HOUSTON’S FUTURE

LIVE.
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NEW 
ENHANCEMENTS 
IN ELIZABETH 
GLOVER PARK

Midtown Houston pet owners have dis-

covered some improvements in Elizabeth 

Glover Park that make them want to linger 

and play longer. Darcy Lefsrud, chairman of 

the Midtown Management District Service 

and Maintenance Committee, said the 

Board of Directors has been listening to 

suggestions made by residents for improve-

ments to the park at the corner of Austin St. 

and Elgin St.

When the park was originally built, the 

ground cover in the dog run included 

landscaping fabric with bark mulch on top, 

Lefsrud said, and that proved to be imprac-

tical over time, requiring maintenance every 

six months or so. “After a thousand dogs 

run after tennis balls, the bark gets shoved 

around,” he added. There were also sani-

tary issues as the mulch made it difficult for 
owners to pick up after their pets, which is 

a requested courtesy.

Lefsrud said the plan was to replace the 

mulch with decomposed granite like in 

Bagby Park, but drainage requirements 

from the city required additional plan-

ning. To accommodate requests from the 

community, a completely new design was 

undertaken for the park. “Everything that 

drove the design came from the public,”  

he said. “We planted four or five sycamore 
trees, and those will grow nice and quickly 

to provide shade,” Lefsrud said. The park is 

accessible to the public from 6am to 11pm 
and hosts a monthly Yappy Hour the fourth 

Saturday of the month from 11:30am to 

12:30pm. 

PLAY.LIVE.

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT

You probably use your cell phone for much more than phone calls: taking 

pictures, playing games, banking, keeping up with news, sports, and 

weather. For almost anything you want to do, there’s an app for that.

Now there’s a free, convenient iPhone and Android app that acts as your guide around this 

vibrant community. All you have to do is go to the App Store or Google Play and download 

“Midtown Houston.” Then, get started with all the features listed in the menu:

• Explore Midtown will tell you everything you need to 

know about life in the community, including healthcare, 

housing, shopping, nightlife, childcare, fitness, banking, 
restaurants, salons and spas, and other services. It  

uses your phone’s GPS so you can explore based on 

your current location.

• About Midtown provides a comprehensive history of  

the community with photos.

• What's Happening is a handy calendar of events.

• Separate pages on Bagby Park and Midtown Park alert 

you to events, photo galleries, and park amenities.

• Sections called Helpful Numbers, Report a Concern, and 

Get in Touch will often come in handy. With Report a 

Concern, you can report potholes, sidewalks in need of 

repair, street light and traffic light outages, and curbside 
rubbish — just as you would with the SeeClickFix 

reporting app. Customer service requests are routed to 

Midtown Houston staff to help answer your questions 

and provide solutions.

Sign up to receive push notifications about events and emergency alerts.  
Download your free iPhone or Android app today!

MIDTOWNHOUSTON.COM
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EAT.

Midtown Houston residents and visitors know there are always new and 

sometimes surprising options for fine dining and drinks in the neighborhood. 

Holman Draft Hall, which opened in January 2018, is located at 820 Holman St. and boasts 100 

beers on tap, plus an impressive wine selection, frozen cocktails by Wooster’s, and mimosas served 

at brunch. The food menu includes snacks like fried green tomatoes and Shishito peppers with green 

onion Tahini, chicken wings, nachos, specialty sandwiches, and soups and salads. On Saturdays 

and Sundays from 11am to 3pm, guests can enjoy a brunch tower for two that consists of smoked 

salmon, five fried eggs, curried chicken, tortillas, pita chips, fennel slaw, pickles, dill aioli, Tandoori, 

salsa verde, plus a scone and muffin.

Sable Gate Winery, in business at 2600 Travis St. since November 2017, is much more than you 
expect from a wine bar. Their wine selection features a variety of exceptional reds, whites, fruity, 

and sparkling wines from all over the world, including Italy, France, Australia, Argentina, Chile, and 

California. “Because we’re a winery, we make food that complements the wine, not the other way 

around,” owner Szilvia Konya said. The bistro menu includes hummus, Not Your Average Tomato 

Soup, creamy leek soup, a variety of flatbreads and toppings, and build-your-own charcuterie boards 

with meats, cheeses, bread and crackers, pickled veggies, olive mix, fresh fruit, and honey or jam. 

Wine tastings, wine clubs, and wine-bottling parties are regular features of this winery. They also offer 

labeling to create unique and personalized wine gifts for special occasions, and soon, they’re adding 

brunch to their bistro service. “We are changing things, trying to keep it interesting,” said Konya.  

“I try to keep it varied for our guests so when they come back, there’s something new.”

NEW DINING OPTIONS OPEN,  
OLD FRIENDS RETURN TO MIDTOWN HOUSTON
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Location is a really big thing because you’re 

close to everything — entertainment venues 

and restaurants. There are so many good 

places to eat! I feel that’s why most of the 

residents moved here to Midtown — the 

convenience of having everything right here. 

—Kimberley Baker

Community Manager and Experience Leader, 

Calais Midtown, 3210 Louisiana St.

One of the best reasons we are successful 

in Midtown is that we are in close proximity 

to a lot of great places to eat and things to 

do. We’re very centrally located. For those 

travelers or tourists coming to Houston 

who may not necessarily want to rent a 

car, or for guests from other countries, it’s 

very easy for them to navigate and walk in 

the area. Or, they can go to the train and 

catch that to go into the Museum District or 

Downtown. It gives them some options in a 

city that’s ‘automobile-centric.’ 

—Genora Boykins

owner, La Maison Bed & Breakfast,  

2800 Brazos St.

My husband and I have always been drawn  

to the city life. Midtown is where we can 

walk to the most places. We can walk to the 

grocery store and to happy hour after work. 

We have a dog park close by, so our dog gets 

more walks. There are several restaurants 

with healthy options. Everything is within 10 

to 15 minutes away. 

—Abby Kinard

a school counselor and  

Midtown Houston resident

HOLMAN DRAFT HALL 

facebok.com/holmandrafthal l

SABLE GATE WINERY 

sablegatewinery.com 

REEF  

reefhouston.com

And even though Reef has been known as a seafood lover’s staple in  

Midtown Houston since 2007, owners Brian and Jennifer Caswell promise 

it will be “all new” and soon open for business again several months after 

Hurricane Harvey put it out of commission. Reef held its first 2018 Winemaker 

Series event in March featuring wines from Napa, CA vintner Matthiasson. 

Owners Steve and Jill Matthiasson have donated generously to Harvey relief 

efforts. During the storm in late August, the Reef restaurant at 2600 Travis St. 
flooded and ceiling tiles caved in. However, the kitchen suffered only minimal 

damage, enabling Caswell, a James Beard award finalist, and his team to 

keep cooking for the community. “We all know that food is soothing. It 

helps re-establish the familiar and provides a sense of nostalgia. We hoped 

we could provide a little comfort during a terrible time,” Jennifer Caswell, 

explained in a statement she wrote for the wine event. “Temporarily, Reef 

found a new purpose and became a very different type of machine, feeding 

communities from Rockport to Port Arthur.” On its Facebook page, Reef 

has invited first responders to sign up for “soft opening” dining events as the 

kitchen and wait staff practice for the public opening. “Bryan and I will always 

be thankful for the volunteers and generosity we received after the storm,” 

Jennifer Caswell said.



 

SUMMER ISSUE, 2018

MUST HAVE

PHONE NUMBERS

 410 PIERCE STREET,  SUITE 355,  77002

 713.526.7577

 MIDTOWNHOUSTON.COM

EMERGENCY

911

NON-EMERGENCY 

311

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

713.526.7577

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

713.526.7577

PUBLIC WORKS

832.395.2500

SOLID WASTE

832.393.0485

ILLEGAL DUMPING

713.525.2728

CODE VIOLATIONS

311

CENTERPOINT ENERGY

713.207.2222

MAYORS CITIZENS ASSISTANCE

713.697.9221

METRO

713.635.4000

HPD (NON-EMERGENCY)

713.884.3131

HPD CENTRAL STATION

713.247.4400

HPD SOUTH CENTRAL STATION

832.394.0200

HFD STATION 7

832.394.6700

CONSTABLES PRECINCT NO. 7

713.643.6602

S.E.A.L.  SECURITY SOLUTIONS

832.900.7700

CRIMESTOPPERS

713.222.8477

POISON CONTROL

800.222.1222

Midtown Houston’s most popular parks host ongoing events that are  

free and open to the public thanks to the Midtown Parks Conservancy.

ONGOING PARK EVENTS

PLAY.

WINE DOWN

HAPPY HOUR SERIES

First Friday 6pm–9pm

Wind down after work with live 

music and entertainment. Happy 

hour and food specials offered by 

Rico’s Morning + Noon + Night.

YAPPY HOUR

PET-FRIENDLY SERIES

Fourth Friday 4:30pm–6:30pm

Bring your furry friends and  

meet other dog lovers during  

this fun event. Featuring local  

pet vendors, as well as free 

treats, games, and giveaways  

for your pets.

SECOND SUNDAY

FAMILY-FRIENDLY 

SERIES

2pm–4pm

Enjoy live music, food trucks, 

lawn games, and giveaways!

YAPPY HOUR

PET-FRIENDLY SERIES

Fourth Saturday 

11:30am–12:30pm

Spend a playdate with your favor-

ite furry friends and enjoy treats, 

giveaways, contests, and prizes.

CAPOEIRA CLASS  

AND CIRCLE

FITNESS SERIES

Second Friday 7pm–9pm

Experience a form of movement 

that combines spins, turns, 

precisely-aimed kicks, evasive 

defense moves, and breathtaking 

acrobatics. Instruction provided 

by the Brazilian Arts Foundation.

CHALK ON  

THE BLOCK

INTERACTIVE  

ART SERIES

First Saturday 10am–2pm

Experience local artists creating 

pavement art on the sidewalks 

around Bagby Park. Enjoy break-

fast and coffee at Rico’s Morning 

+ Noon + Night and watch one-

of-a-kind art come to life before 

your eyes.

LIVE AT LUNCH

LUNCH SERIES

Second Saturday 12:30pm–2pm

Bring your lunch or grab a bite at 

Rico’s Morning + Noon + Night, 

and enjoy the live music and per-

formances during the lunch hour.

MIDTOWN  

IN MOTION

FITNESS SERIES

Second & Fourth Saturdays  

9:30am–11:30am

Get outside and get healthy with 

HIIT and yoga classes thanks to 

fitness instructor Roz Jones.

MIDTOWN  

MOVIE NIGHT

FILM SERIES

First Saturday 8pm

Bring your blanket and join us 

in Bagby Park for a free movie 

under the stars with your neigh-

bors. Skip the popcorn and  

grab a snack at Rico’s Morning  

+ Noon + Night.

TEACH YOU 

TUESDAYS

LEARNING SERIES

First & Third Tuesdays 6pm–8pm

Are you looking for classes that 

inspire, motivate, and teach you? 

Join us to learn something new 

each time!

FAMILY  

CAPOEIRA CLASS

FITNESS SERIES

Third Saturday 10am–11am

Bring your family and enjoy 

capoeira together! Instruction 

provided by the Brazilian Arts 

Foundation.

GALAXY GAZING

LEARNING SERIES

Date changes according to 

celestial events

Join the Houston Astronomical 

Society for an interplanetary 

experience! Gaze at the stars 

from Midtown Park.

ILL MOVEMENT

DANCE SERIES

Workshops  

Third Saturday every other 

month 3pm–4pm

Sessions  

Third Saturday every other 

month 3pm–4pm

Workshops: Learn a variety of 

hip-hop dance styles during 

these free classes.

Sessions: Show off your moves 

during these open sessions.

SAMBA  

DANCE CLASS

FITNESS SERIES

Second Thursday 7pm–9pm

Learn a popular Brazilian dance 

style during this exciting class. 

Instruction provided by the 

Brazilian Arts Foundation.

YAPPY HOUR

PET-FRIENDLY SERIES

Third Wednesday 5:30pm–7pm

Enjoy a free doggie playdate  

featuring treats from Urban Tails 

and Doga (dog yoga) led by 

Liliana Tanil.

ZUMBA

FITNESS SERIES

Every Tuesday 6:30pm–7:30pm

Enjoy a total workout, combining 

all elements of fitness—cardio,  

muscle conditioning, balance  

and flexibility, boosted energy, 

and a serious dose of awesome 

each time you leave class.

 415 GRAY ST.

 1701 ELGIN ST.

 3104 AUSTIN ST.

 2811 TRAVIS ST.


