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Presentation to Midtown Houston
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TxDOT MOVING FORWARD WITH NHHIP
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ESTIMATED 

CONTRACT COST

$639,360,000

$224,000,000

$386,400,000

$296,800,000

$1,015,400,000

$604,800,000

$848,875,000

$250,000,000

$1,358,790,000

$150,000,000

$550,000,000

$121,800,000

$1,785,000,000



Segment 3
Initial Construction Projects
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Segment 3B-1, St. Emanuel Drainage Project
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Package 1, St. Emanuel Street from Buffalo 
Bayou to McIlhenny Street

• Estimated Construction Cost: $121.8M

• Construction anticipated to begin October 
2024.

• Construction of drainage outfall to Buffalo 
Bayou including drainage culverts and 
detention pond, and reconstruction of St. 
Emanuel.



Segment 3B-2  I-69 from SH 288 to I-45
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Package 2, I-69 between SH 288 and I-45 

South (3B)

• Estimated Construction Cost: $550M

• Construction anticipated to begin in 2025.

• Active public engagement will continue 

through construction completion.

• Opportunity for arch bridges to incorporate 

signature design reflecting community input.



Segment 3 Overall Map and Segment 3A
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Segment 3A 
Proposed Design Changes for Reevaluation
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1. Additional Right of Way (ROW) required to accommodate retaining wall soil 

anchors.

2. Install pump station and head box within existing ROW to pump water during 

heavy rain events.

3. Extend Cleburne Street across I-69, preserving an important connection between 

the Third Ward and Midtown.

• Comments from City of Houston, Midtown Management District, and Greater 

Southeast Management District

4. Remove proposed I-69 northbound frontage road between La Branch Street and 

Almeda Road.

• Requested by City of Houston and management districts

5. Shorten I-69 southbound frontage road to end at Cleburne St. instead of at Caroline St.

• Requested by City of Houston and management districts

6. Develop Cleburne St. bridge with bridge beams perpendicular to I-69.

• Results in deck cap and enhancement opportunity

7. Develop potential roadway cap which would increase cap area from Wheeler Ave. and 

Caroline St., to include San Jacinto and Austin streets.

8. Construction of temporary I-69 mainlane bridges to accommodate traffic during 

construction.

• 3-lane northbound and southbound bridges

• 38-feet wide, will carry mainlane traffic during construction of below grade section



Segment 3A
ROW Needs
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Segment 3A 
ROW Comparison Map
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Segment 3A Additional ROW Needs
Accommodation of Retaining Wall Soil Anchors
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Specialized Walls (D-Walls) needed due to 
shallow groundwater:

• D-Walls are built as solid concrete rectangular 
sections (or panels).

• The sections or panels are interlocked with 
watertight vertical joints.

• D-Walls water tightness prevents water seepage 
into the roadway and subsidence behind the 
walls from lowering the groundwater.

Soil Anchors are needed to help stabilize the tall 
D-Walls in order to:

• Reduce wall movement
• Reduce ground movements behind the walls



Why do the Retaining Wall Soil Anchors Require 
Additional ROW?
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Here are the D-
Wall and Anchors 
Typical Section & 
Design 
Considerations



Proposed Temporary 
Mainlane Bridges
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Why Build Temporary Mainlane Bridges?

15

Using existing I-69 bridge for traffic during construction would:

• Reduce existing travel lanes to 2 narrow lanes in each 
direction for at least 3 years, and to 2 lanes for one direction 
for at least another 2 years

• Require continuous wall to be built in the middle of the 
freeway for the entire length of the project

Constructing temporary bridges in both directions for length of the 
project:

• Allows 3 travel lanes in both directions to be maintained, 
reducing travel impacts

• Isolates traffic away from construction zone, improving 
safety



Proposed Temporary Mainlane Bridges
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I-69 Northbound & 
Southbound 
Temporary Bridges, 
Spur 527 to Main St.

Preliminary Subject To Change



Why Build Temporary Mainlane Bridges?

17

I-69 Northbound & 
Southbound 
Temporary Bridges, 
Main St. to Caroline 
St.

Preliminary Subject To 
Change



Why Build Temporary Mainlane Bridges?
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I-69 Northbound & 
Southbound Temporary 
Bridges, Caroline St. to 
La Branch St.

Preliminary Subject To Change



Why Build Temporary Mainlane Bridges?
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I-69 Northbound 
& Southbound 
Temporary 
Bridges, La 
Branch St. to 
Almeda Rd.

Preliminary Subject To 
Change



CAPS: The Art of the 
Possible
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Segment 3A 
CAPS: The Art of the Possible
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Public
Engagement
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Upcoming I-45 Public Meeting



2024 I-45 NHHIP Public Engagement Meetings
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2024 I-45 NHHIP Public Meetings Schedule

Segment 3A 
Re-evaluation

In-Person

SEPTEMBER 19, 2024

Segments
1 & 2

In-Person & Virtual

OCTOBER 15 & 17, 2024

Segment 3 Virtual Public 
Meeting

DECEMBER 2024



Question & Answer
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Mohamed K. Bur, P.E.
Interim TxDOT Houston District Engineer (DE)

713-802-5001

Varuna Singh, P.E.
TxDOT Houston District Deputy Engineer (DDE) 

713-802-5011 / Varuna.Singh@txdot.gov

Raquelle W. Lewis
TxDOT Southeast Communications/PIO Director 

713-802-5071 / Raquelle.Lewis@txdot.gov

Houston District Resources
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