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i. Agreement with Grant Consultant  
 
Director Morris stated that as a result of the re-negotiation of the City of Houston arts grant, there was 
an additional $35,000 available for Micro Arts Grants for art projects in Midtown.  She stated that the 
Committee would like to engage Shannon Teasley with SRT Management Services, as a grant 
consultant to help with the grant application and grantee selection process. Director Morris reminded 
the Board that the District had previously engaged Ms. Teasley to assist with the first round of Micro 
Arts Grants and that she did an excellent job.  Director Morris stated that there were sufficient funds in 
the Committee’s current budget to pay the $3,000 fee for Ms. Teasley’s services.  
 
Director Baker made a motion to approve an agreement with Shannon Teasley of SRT Management 
Services in the amount of $3,000 to provide grant consultant services as presented. The motion was 
seconded by Director Dillard.  Following all discussion, the Chair asked for a roll call vote.  The roll was 
called and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
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ii. Letter of Support to Texas Commission on the Arts on behalf of The Pilot Dance Project 

 
Director Morris advised the Board that the District received a request for a Letter of Support to the 
Texas Commission on the Arts on behalf of The Pilot Dance Project.  She stated that the The Pilot 
Dance Project is a Midtown based organization and is seeking a grant from the Texas Commission on 
the Arts.  She further stated that the request did not entail any financial commitment from the District. 

 
iii. Letter of Support to Texas Commission on the Arts on behalf of Musiqua  

 
Director Morris further advised the Board that the District also received a request for a Letter of Support 
to the Texas Commission on the Arts on behalf of Musiqua, another Midtown based organization 
seeking a grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts. She again advised the Board that the request 
did not entail any financial commitment from the District. 
 
Mr. Anthony Barilla of Musiqua provided a brief overview of his organization and summarized the 
request for a Letter of Support. 

 
 Director Woodruff made a motion to consider agenda items B(ii) and B(iii) together and approve the 

Letters of Support for The Pilot Dance Project and for Musiqua as presented. The motion was 
seconded by Director Lefsrud and carried by unanimous vote. 

 
iv. Consider Sponsorship Request for A.B.C. Mask Project 
 

Director Morris presented the request for Sponsorship of the A.B.C. Face Mask Project. She 
announced that the request was for financial support to pay a portion of the cost of the project and 
invited Keneisha Coleman, Project Manager of Harambee Art Gallery to provide an overview of the 
project and the various sponsorship levels.  Ms. Coleman stated that the request was for $2,500 for 500 
masks or $5,000 for 1,000 face masks along with safety education information for distribution within the 
Midtown and surrounding communities to help protect against the spread of Covid-19.  She stated that 
the masks would be designed by a team of to be selected local artists.  A question was raised 
regarding Director Washington’s role with Harambee Art Gallery.  Ms. Coleman stated that Harambee 
Art Gallery was owned by Director Washington. There was a discussion regarding exactly how the 
District’s funds would be used and whether a potential conflict of interest existed.  Director Woodruff 
made a motion to table this agenda items pending receipt of additional information and resolution of 
any conflict disclosure requirements.  The motion was seconded by Director Douglas and the motion 
carried by unanimous vote.    
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